
Quick Guide to

Lenses: Landscape images are generally
captured with ultra-wide-angle lenses up to
24mm or wide-angle lenses from 24mm to
35mm. However, a landscape image can be
captured with any focal length. Zoom lenses

(variable focal lengths) will give you far more flexibility,
although, Prime lenses (fixed focal lengths) will generally
provide sharper results. Generally, you don’t need to spend a
lot of money on lenses for landscape photography. As you
will usually be shooting at apertures between f8 - f16, most
lenses are pretty sharp from corner to corner at these
apertures. A 16-35mm lens for a Full Frame sensor camera,
a 10-24mm lens on an APS-C sensor camera, or focal
lengths between 8-12mm on an MFT (Micro Four Thirds)
camera will cover the majority of your landscape shots.

Focusing: Both Auto Focus (AF-S / One-
Shot) or Manual Focus (MF) are ideal for
static landscape images. If you have
problems attaining sharpness from

background to foreground you may want to consider focusing
at the Hyperfocal Distance to maximise your depth-of-field.
This distance can be calculated by using a phone app such
as Simple DoF or similar. To fine-tune your focus you can
also switch to MF (Manual Focus). Using ‘Live View’, simply
magnify the view and manually focus.

Shooting Mode: Initially, you may
want to choose the Aperture Priority
Mode (A, Av). This mode will allow you
to select the aperture and the camera
will automatically set the shutter speed

based on the ISO set and available lighting. As you become
more experienced, you may want to consider shooting in
Manual Mode (M). This will allow you to control all aspects of
the exposure manually - Aperture, Shutter Speed, & ISO.
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Filters: These are extremely important when capturing
landscape images. The Circular Polarizer (C-PL), Neutral
Density (ND), and Graduated Neutral Density (GND) filters
are crucial for controlling the light in your images. When first
buying filters you may want to consider using the Circular
screw-in filters, however, as you improve your skills you may
find the Square Filter system more practical especially if you
have several lenses. Check out our Quick Guide to Filters. Shutter Speed: The shutter speed is probably the least

important of the settings when shooting static subjects.
However, when shooting landscapes that include subjects
such as water/clouds e.g. waterfalls, seascapes, your shutter
speed becomes an important factor when trying to add
movement. The use of an ND filter can adjust this if required.
Moving Subjects such as waterfalls, waves, and water
surfaces etc. are usually captured with a slow shutter speed
to soften the subject. The degree of softening is dependent
on the length of exposure, the speed of the movement, and
your preference. As a guide - to blur the water of a waterfall
try to achieve an exposure of 0.5 to 1sec (the camera must
be tripod-mounted).

Aperture: Generally, most landscapes are ideally shot at
apertures between f/8 and f/16 depending on the lens. In
most cases f/8-f11 will be sufficient to obtain background to
foreground sharpness, however, if you are shooting close to
the ground or have the camera in portrait orientation (vertical)
then you may want to shoot at f16. Most lenses suffer from
Diffraction*, so it is a good idea to know when diffraction
affects the lenses that you shoot with. This also will be
different for Full Frame sensor cameras and APS-C sensor
cameras. An aperture of f/16 may be acceptable on a Full
Frame sensor camera but diffraction may affect image quality
at f/11 on an APS-C camera. Stay clear of f/22 unless you
only plan to use the image for social media and small prints.

ISO: The ISO should be set as low as possible e.g. ISO 100.
However, if a low ISO makes your exposure too long, then
raise your ISO to reduce your exposure time. As in any type
of photography, always aim for the lowest possible ISO
setting (50-200) to obtain clean, noise/grain-free results,
especially if shooting on a crop sensor camera.

*After focusing using AF, switch camera to MF to prevent camera from re-focusing when you take the shot

Other Gear: Besides your camera and lens (and memory
card), a sturdy tripod with a ball head is an essential tool to
help achieve low ISO settings and sharper images. Also, a
wireless* or wired remote shutter release is essential,
although, for exposures below 30sec you can use your in-
camera 2sec timer. For longer exposures, you will need the
remote. Other useful tools include - a blower brush, cleaning
cloths, spare camera batteries, and a small torch.

What is Landscape Photography?
Scenes of the outdoors and nature without any people or animals.
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Time of Day: The ideal time to take
landscape images is pre-sunrise (blue
hour) and sunrise. After the sun has risen
the light will immediately start to become

harsh. On the other hand, pre-sunset (golden hour), sunset, and
after sunset (blue hour) will provide more lengthy opportunities
to capture images. Generally, a cloudless sky will usually
produce a boring landscape image, so keep an eye out for good
cloud formations. Too many clouds on the horizon will usually
result in a boring sunset. Once the sun has set do not pack up,
as the best light is yet to come - sometimes! Once the sky
darkens you can get some fantastic images during ‘Blue Hour’.

When

Get Creative: Rather than always shooting the grand
landscapes, try shooting minimalist images that can also have
great impact. Consider shooting a landscape as a panorama by
taking multiple images of the scene and stitching the images in
software. You will ultimately succeed in landscape photography
by consistently creating images with good composition, an
interesting foreground, mid-ground, background, and great
lighting. Good Luck and Happy Shooting!

Guidelines: There are many
general guidelines in
photography such as
‘Leading Lines’, ‘Golden

Triangles’, or ‘ Rule of Thirds’, which are useful to learn,
however, use these compositional guidelines as a reference
rather than a religion. Successful composition in landscapes
usually involves strong foreground, midground and
background elements without the horizon in the centre of the
frame. If these elements are used in conjunction with the
general guidelines mentioned above, with ideal lighting, you
will most likely produce a pleasing landscape image.

Composition

▶ Leading Lines: This compositional term refers to a
technique where the viewer's attention is drawn to lines that
lead from the foreground to the main subject of the image. A
leading line creates a path for the eye to follow through the
different elements of the composition.

▶ Rule of Thirds: This term defines that an image should be
divided into nine equal parts by two equally-spaced horizontal
lines and two equally-spaced vertical lines. Important
compositional elements should be placed along (or close to)
these lines or their intersections. Many cameras have a ‘grid
line’ setting that can be set to 'Rule of Thirds', allowing you to
see the grid through your camera viewfinder which will help
when composing your scene.

▶ Golden Triangle: This guideline is a ‘rule of thumb’
composition for photographs which have elements that follow
diagonal lines. The frame is divided into four triangles of two
different sizes by drawing one diagonal from one corner to
another, and then two lines from the other corners meeting
the longest line at 90-degree angles.
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